CO203

Mid-Term Exam 

Spring 2005
1. In the early lectures and readings in this class, the following definition was given: "the academic discipline concerned with the relation of knowledge about language to decision making in the real world."  What is this a definition of?  (Hint: The answer is a two word phrase)

2. Which linguistic level or levels played an important role in the legal case described in "Mc:-Meaning in the Marketplace?  Mark all that apply.

_____lexicography

____ semantics

____ syntax

____ morphology

____ phonetics

3. In their study, Lentine and Shuy found a new way of using the morpheme Mc- in words like McLaw and McArt.  They argued that in these cases, Mc- did not refer to McDonald's restaurants anymore.  Instead, Mc- had acquired a new meaning.  What is the meaning of Mc- in these words? 

4. In this legal case, why was it important to show that Mc- had a new meaning?

5. Apologies are one kind of conversational ritual described by Tannen in "The Power of Talk".

A. How is a ritual apology different from a real apology?

B. In the American workplace, who uses ritual apologies more, men or women?

C. Give an example of a word or phrase which is often used as a ritual apology in Japanese.

6. Which of the following does Tannen say in her article?  Mark all that apply.

___ In all cultures that have been studied, women speak more indirectly than men do.

___ The ways of speaking that people learn as children continue when they grow up and enter the workplace.

___ For boys, social position is important, and both boys and men are concerned with negotiating authority when they speak.

____The differences in men's and women's ways of speaking are similar to the differences we find in the ways of speaking of two different cultures.

____ In order to succeed in the workplace, women need to learn to speak more like men.

 ____Women managers are less likely than male managers to speak indirectly and to use positive feedback to subordinates.

7. In the article “Words in Use”, what is a “regional vocabulary”?  What are some examples of regional vocabularies of English? (NOTE: Remember that “vocabulary” does not mean “word.”)

8.  Match each type of vocabulary to the set of words of that type.

____  ‘green’ jargon

____  occupational jargon

____  regional vocabulary

____  sports jargon

A. aardvark, apartheid, indaba, trek
B. angiology, cardiogram, encephelograph, psychiatry
C. biodiversity, global warming, deforestation, eco-friendly

D. hit, pitcher, stolen base, walk

For extra points: Give two more examples of ‘green’ jargon (in English)

9.  Different sub-cultures within a group often have their own jargon; the article describes the jargon of youth culture and underworld slang, for example.  Why do these different kinds of jargon exist?
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